
KeyCite® is the most dependable choice for verifying whether a case, statute, regulation, or administrative

decision is good law, as well as for finding citing references to support and strengthen your legal argument.

Part of what sets KeyCite apart is that it combines West’s 125-year tradition of editorial excellence with its

leading-edge technological expertise – a winning combination that makes verifying legal research easier and

more efficient than ever. Here are 10 KeyCite differences that help you get better results faster:

1. KeyCite is completely integrated with Westlaw® and the exclusive
West Key Number System®, the most accurate tool devised for
finding on-point law.  

2. KeyCite provides the full text of West’s headnotes, so you can quickly
limit your citing references to a relevant point of law without having to go
somewhere else to read the headnote and find out whether it’s on point. 

3. KeyCite provides more citing references for more types of
documents, including state and federal briefs – more than a million! –
all integrated with Westlaw.  

4. KeyCite notifies you of proposed legislation that may affect a federal
or state statute for all 50 states and USCA®.

5. Depth-of-treatment stars indicate the extent to which the citing
reference discusses the cited case.

6. KeyCite Alert automatically notifies you when important
developments occur that affect the cases, statutes, administrative
decisions, regulations and law review articles that matter most to you.
It’s available seven days a week with continuous service.

7. KeyCite is fully integrated with the CFR, with red and yellow flags
warning you of changes to regulations. 

8. KeyCite offers Graphical KeyCite®, the only pictorial view of the direct
history of your case.

9. Statutes are fully integrated with Westlaw, so KeyCite flags let you
know immediately whether your statute is valid or not – without having
to search again in Westlaw. KeyCite also has statute-to-statute and
regulation-to-statute citations.

10. Quotation marks in the KeyCite citing references list tell you that the
citing case directly quotes the cited case.

10 KeyCite differences that help you get better results faster.

See at a glance the status 
of a case or statute.

A red flag warns that the case is no

longer good law for at least one of

the points it contains.

A yellow flag warns that the case

has some negative history, but hasn’t

been reversed.

A blue H indicates that the case has

some history.

A green C indicates that the case or

statute has citing references.

Quotes indicate the citing case

directly quotes the cited case.

Depth of treatment stars 
tell you how much the citing case 

discusses the cited case.

HHHH EXAMINED – extended

discussion of the cited case

HHH DISCUSSED – substantial

discussion of the cited case

HH CITED – some discussion of

the cited case

H MENTIONED – brief reference

to the cited case
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For more information about KeyCite, call 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-800-733-2889), visit westlaw.com/keycite, 

or call your West representative today.

“KeyCite and KeyCite Alert provide the most

accurate, timely and comprehensive results and

the greatest benefit to legal researchers.”

Legal Research Center,
after a 2006 citator study
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