
LEGAL RESEARCH MEETS 
INTELLIGENT TECHNOLOGY
Clear. Clever. Concise.
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For over 10 years, Westlaw UK has collaborated with the best in 
the legal business, working flexibly to ensure that our customers 
have an unbeatable library of legal information – accessible 
anytime, anywhere. 

Regardless of size, from large global law firms to sole 
practitioners, we align ourselves with people who all share 
common attributes – optimism, intelligence and a huge talent 
for their chosen field. People who have worked hard to get where 
they are today and who rightly demand the same standard of 
excellence from the technology they use. 

Part of our commitment to all our customers is the continual 
enhancement of our service. We are investing more money, time 
and resources than ever before to make sure our customers have 
the very best information delivered in the way they want it. 

THE RIGHT INFORMATION IN 
THE RIGHT HANDS LEADS TO 
AMAZING THINGS

WELCOME TO WESTLAW UK

The Westlaw UK Team
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Westlaw UK is a comprehensive intuitive online service. Launched in 2000 and continually 
enhanced since then, it has become the leading online information resource for the legal 
community.  The breadth of content available combined with clever technology that works in 
the same way as your brain means you get to the content you need, fast.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED,  
IN ONE PLACE

Search across all 
legal content from one 
central location

A SNAPSHOT OF HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Case law from some of the UK’s most renowned reporting series and over 350,000  

case reports and transcripts dating back to 1220

•	 Legislation consolidated back to 1267, and updated daily

•	 Analytical commentary from the entire Common Law Library and a range of  
market-leading books and looseleafs

•	 Set up alerts and save your research in easy to manage folders on Westlaw UK

•	 Practice area specific services

•	 Over 100 journals and access to abstracts of every article in every legal journal in 
Europe  via the Legal Journals Index

•	 National, regional and international news and business updates

•	 EU and international material

•	 Current awareness updated every 15 minutes

•	 Easy-to-use and intuitive search functionality

•	 Intranet solutions for customised knowledge management systems

•	 Blackberry and iPhone access

•	 Customer support around the clock, every day
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A VAST AND EVER 
EXPANDING COLLECTION 
OF CASE LAW

UNRIVALLED CASE LAW 
COVERAGE

Over 350,000 full-text case reports and transcripts, and case analysis of all decisions in the UK from 1865 
and EU from 1954 are available for you to reference and use. We provide you with all your citeable authority 
in one place.

> The Law Reports series published by the Incorporated Council of Law Reporting for England and Wales

> Weekly Law Reports & Industrial Cases Reports

> English Reports from 1220

> Session Cases from the SCLR

> Sweet & Maxwell Law Reports

> Full-text transcripts covering the Supreme Court (plus the House of Lords), Court of Appeal, plus selected 
High Court and Tribunal judgments back to 1999.

All of the report series on Westlaw UK are available to download in PDF. You can present the PDFs as official 
documents to cite in court. 

We understand the importance of citeable authority. That’s why we monitor any major case reports not held in 
full text on Westlaw UK and match the content with digests, citations and official transcripts where available. 

You’ll never miss a key decision or its significance.

REUTERS/Michael Dalder 

 CASES 

Westlaw UK | 4



RESPECTED CASE ANALYSIS  
DOCUMENTS

LOOK BEYOND THE FACTS AND UNDERSTAND 
WHAT A DECISION REALLY MEANS 
Westlaw UK includes descriptive analysis 
documents for UK, Scottish and EU case law 
decisions making it easy for you to quickly 
assess the details of a case.
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SEAMLESS LINKING TO RELATED CONTENT

In the click of a button, Westlaw UK can take you 
directly to any legislation cited, and other cases 
cited or citing the case in hand. Link directly to 
journal articles or books mentioning the case. 
Complex litigation histories can be viewed as 
easy-to-read flow charts or in tabular format.

Jump directly 
to any content 
referenced in 
the documents

It was good to come back to Westlaw UK – 
the clean, clear interface is a pleasure to use. 
I have always found the layout of the case 
analysis documents partcularly helpful and 
it was great to see the latest additions of 
tubular views and graphical history 

Simmons & Simmons

“

”
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Positive, mixed or negative treatment received – 
quickly assess whether a case is good law with  
our helpful visual icon system.

STATUS ICONS 

Indicates that the 
decision has received 
positive or neutral 
judicial consideration, 
so you can feel 
confident citing it

Indicates that at least 
one point of law has 
been overruled or 
reversed. This is our 
way of letting you  
know that the case is 
not safe to rely on as 
good law and you may 
want to continue with 
your research

Indicates that the decision has been 
judicially considered and has received 
mixed or mildly negative treatment, so 
be sure to use these cases with caution

Indicates that the case has an appeal 
outstanding to the Court of Appeal, Civil 
Division or the Supreme Court. The icon 
sits alongside any existing status icon, 
but is removed once there is an outcome 
to the appeal. 

   WE BRING YOU THE COMPLETE  
                                         LEGISLATIVE PICTURE

 LEGISLATION 
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   WE BRING YOU THE COMPLETE  
                                         LEGISLATIVE PICTURE

JOIN UP YOUR RESEARCH

Westlaw UK provides links to all 
materials related to a provision. 
Legislation applying, disapplying or 
referring to the provision, cases citing it, 
journal articles referring to it, SIs made 
under the provision and the enabling Act 
or SI are all included with links provided.

BREADCRUMB TRAIL

Regardless of where you are on Westlaw UK, there 
will always be a breadcrumb trail to tell you where 
you are and how you got there. 

TABLE OF AMENDMENTS 

Displays the life story of a provision with all 
previous (dating back to 1991), current and future 
versions presented, eliminating the need for cross-
referencing and bringing clarity to complicated 
amendment histories.

From the very foundations of UK law to the 
very latest legislative developments, our 
legislation service gives you a complete 
picture of the framework of the law. 
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PDFS OF ENTIRE ACTS AND SIS
Gain access to legislation as it stands today and use it to shape your arguments. 
Download and print hard copies of the consolidated text of an Act or SI. Every 
PDF of legislation has bookmarks, allowing you to clearly see the structure of 
the Act or SI, and jump to the section you need in one click

LEGISLATION STATUS ICONS
Quickly assess the status of a provision with our visual keys.

Indicates the provision is a prospective version of the law

Indicates the provision is not yet in force

Indicates the provision is partially in force

Indicates the provision is current law in force

Indicates the provision has been superseded

Indicates the provision has been repealed

Indicates the provision has amendments pending

ARRANGEMENT OF ACT

Navigate to any part, 
schedule or section of 
a provision or a piece of 
legislation in one easy-to-
read document.

 LEGISLATION 
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REUTERS/Andrew Winning

LOOK TO THE FUTURE
Sometimes today’s law just isn’t enough. View previous, current or future versions 
of provisions and see how legislation looked, or will look, on a specific date

PAST

PRESENT

FUTURE
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GET TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER 
WITH ANNOTATED STATUTES*
Available as an add-on to a Westlaw UK subscription

Westlaw UK Annotated Statutes gives you the most authoritative and up-to-
date guidance on the law as it develops through new legislation and judicial 
interpretation.

UNDERSTANDING NEW LAW JUST 
GOT EASIER
Within two weeks of Royal Assent our team of 40 lawyers, led by Daniel 
Greenberg (Barrister and Parliamentary Counsel, 1991–2010), will explain the 
effect, purpose and likely application of new Acts of Parliament, Acts of the 
Scottish Parliament, Welsh Measures and selected Statutory Instruments. 
Annotations are continuously updated as provisions are amended or interpreted 
by the courts.

WESTLAW UK ANNOTATED 
STATUTES COVERS:

*Effect and purpose
*Terms defined
*Judicial consideration
*Possible ambiquity
*Human Rights application
*Derivation or origin of an enactment

 LEGISLATION 
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BOOKS ON WESTLAW UK
With powerful tools that enhance and complement content, 
leading literary titles are brought to life by Westlaw UK.  

COMMON LAW LIBRARY
All 11 indispensable titles are now always available on Westlaw 
UK. For over 100 years, thousands  of the world’s leading legal 
minds have relied on the Common Law Library for definitive 
interpretation of the cornerstones of our legal system. 

•	 Arlidge, Eady & Smith on Contempt

•	 Benjamin’s Sale of Goods

•	 Bowstead & Reynolds on Agency

•	 Charlesworth & Percy on Negligence

•	 Chitty on Contracts

•	 Clerk & Lindsell on Torts

•	 Gatley on Libel and Slander

•	 Goff & Jones: The Law of Restitution

•	 Jackson & Powell on Professional Liability

•	 McGregor on Damages

•	 Phipson on Evidence

Dicey, Morris & Collins on the Conflict of Laws is also 
available on Westlaw UK.

 BOOKS 

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Available as an add-on to a Westlaw UK subscription

Every book from Sweet & Maxwell’s famed Common Law Library, leading 
practice area focused titles including Archbold and The White Book, and over 80 
other best selling and trusted legal sources.
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PRACTITIONER TEXTS
From crime to litigation, and intellectual property to landlord 
and tenant law, Westlaw UK enables access to market-leading 
practitioner textbooks online including:

ENHANCED CONTENT
More than just having a replica of the books online, Westlaw UK adds 
powerful tools that make finding the information you need quicker and 
easier. The content is the same, but the way you use them is different.

•	 Merged content – consult one, consolidated 
version of a supplemented book

•	 Search and browse – search by title, chapter, 
paragraph, subject, form number or by entering 
your own free text

•	 Tick box searching – choose to search only across 
the titles that are most relevant to your particular 
search

•	 PDFs of merged and printed content – access 
and download PDFs of whole chapters. With 
Westlaw UK’s intuitive functionality , you can also 
print PDFs of the enhanced versions of books, 
which incorporate changes and updates from any 
supplements to the mainwork

•	 Direct links to primary law – optimise your 
research with links to all cases and related case 
analysis documents, legislation or other books 
referred to in the text

•	 Pinpoint what you are looking for – your search 
term will be highlighted in the text

•	 A–Z Index – browse directly to the letter you want 
to search

•	 Tables – view tables of cases and legislation 
referred to in the text

•	 Skip through results until you find what you need 
– if the document you are viewing is not as useful 
as you had hoped, you can in one click view the 
next search result

•	 Breadcrumb trail – keep track of where you are 
and how you got there

•	 Print, download and e-mail your documents and 
search results

•	 Access your own copy anywhere, any time

•	 Archbold Criminal Pleading Evidence and Practice

•	 Bullen & Leake & Jacob’s Precedents of Pleadings

•	 C.I.P.A. Guide to the Patents Acts

•	 Copinger and Skone James on Copyright

•	 Current Sentencing Practice

•	 Kerly’s Law of Trade Marks and Trade Names

•	 Palmer’s Company Law

•	 Redfern & Hunter: Law and Practice of 
International Commercial Arbitration

•	 Renton and Brown Criminal Procedure

•	 Renton and Brown Criminal Procedure Legislation

•	 Sealy & Milman

•	 Terrell on the Law of Patents

•	 Totty & Moss: Insolvency

•	 The White Book

•	 Woodfall: Landlord and Tenant

•	 Colinvaux’s Law of Insurance 

•	 De Smith’s Judicial Review 

•	 Documentary Evidence 

•	 Drafting Trusts and Will Trusts EC Merger Control

•	 Gale on the Law of Easements

•	 Hudson’s Building and Engineering Contracts

•	 IDS Employment Law Handbooks

•	 Law of Bank Payments

•	 Lewin on Trusts 

•	 Limitation Periods

•	 Lindley & Banks on Partnership

•	 MacGillivray on Insurance Law

•	 Russell on Arbitration

•	 Snell’s Equity

•	 And many more…

 BOOKS 
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REUTERS/Caren Firouz

INDEX OF LEGAL TERMS*
Available as an add-on to a Westlaw UK subscription

A NEW WAY TO START YOUR RESEARCH

Search the following sources for  
concise, expert definitions of thousands  
of legal terms: 
•	 Jowitt’s Dictionary of English Law
•	 Stroud’s Judicial Dictionary of Words  

and Phrases
•	 Osborn’s Concise Law Dictionary
•	 Cases, Legislation and Journals
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Westlaw UK has over 100 full text journals, thousands  
of articles and half a million more article abstracts.

OUR VAST COLLECTION OF  
JOURNALS AND ARTICLES

With a collection of journals from Sweet & 
Maxwell, Oxford University Press, Cambridge 
University Press and Bloomsbury Professional 
amongst others, you’ll have expert analysis on 
tap, 24 hours a day. Search, read, print, share 
and digest the thousands of new articles added 
every year as well as our extensive archive.

Top titles include:

> Criminal Law Review

> European Intellectual Property Review

> Journal of Personal Injury Law

> Journal of Business Law

> Landlord and Tenant Review

With Westlaw UK, you and your fellow 
subscribers have the chance to have  
your own copy on hand whenever you need it. 
You’ll never lose another issue again or be faced 
with a missing issue from your collection.

LEGAL JOURNALS INDEX
All the key articles from the UK and Europe’s leading 
legal journals are listed in the Legal Journals Index 
– a journals abstract service unique to Westlaw UK.

Each Legal Journal Index entry includes the 
taxonomic subject area, the keywords used to index 
articles and a brief abstract about the content of 
the article. At a glance you can see the key points of 
an article and establish whether or not you need to 
read it in its entirety.

Expand your search with ease with the links to full-
text journal articles (where available), relevant case 
law and any legislation referred to.

JOURNALS PDF LIBRARY  
AND CIRCULATION LISTS*
Available as an add-on to a Westlaw UK subscription

Download your own copy of over 40 Sweet & 
Maxwell journals in PDF format.

Rather than just showing a single article from your 
favourite journal, this service allows you to access 
the entire content of the journal, and view it as you 
would a printed version.

You can also create your own circulation list that 
will send complete issues to your colleagues 
simultaneously, via email. Everyone has access to 
the latest information, everyone can access it at the 
same time, and everyone can print their copy should 
they wish to.

 JOURNALS 
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Disputes know no boundaries. Westlaw UK gives 
you access to the information you need to succeed 
when your work extends beyond the UK.

EU CONTENT 
ACCESSIBLE 
WHENEVER  
YOU NEED IT

EU MATERIAL 
Westlaw UK incorporates full 
coverage of EU legal materials 
as well as EUR-Lex, the official 
database of the EU. ELLIS 
Publications’ enhanced EU 
data is also included. Based 
on EUR-Lex, this daily updated 
collection offers fully cross-
referenced access to:

•	 Treaties and international 
agreements

•	 Legislation, information and 
notices as published in the 
Official Journal L & C Series

•	 All cases before the ECJ and CFI

•	 National measures 

implementing EU directives 
from all Member States

•	 Preparatory documents 
– Commission proposals, 
legislative resolutions, opinions 
and Council common positions

•	 Merger decisions from proper 
notification to published 
decisions

•	 Parliamentary Questions as 
published in the Official Journal 
Treaties between Member 
States dating back to 1951

REUTERS/ Vincent Kessler

DOCUMENT DELIVERY SERVICE
If you would like a copy of a full text article that is not 
available on Westlaw UK, you can use the Document 
Delivery service. DocDel from Sweet & Maxwell 
delivers the full text of articles from over 1,000 titles 
within 15 minutes.

•	 Sources include Sweet & Maxwell’s Legal Journals 
Index and Financial Journals Index – totalling over 
1,000 titles

•	 No fuss, easy to use “Pay-As-You-Go” service

•	 Invaluable back-up service providing an extended 
library of information

•	 Flexibility and choice when ordering

 EU CONTENT 
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CURRENT AWARENESS, DAILY 
UPDATING AND ALERTS
Updated every 15 minutes, Monday to Friday, 
Westlaw UK’s Current Awareness service is the ideal 
way to get up-to-the-minute information on what’s 
happening in the law.

ALERTS
You can either choose an alert from over 100 pre-
selected subject areas or create your own alerts 
using keywords, case names or legislation that you 
wish to be updated on. Choose  whether  you’d like a 
brief summary of what’s new or complete documents 
direct from Westlaw UK. Alerts can be set up for Cases, 
Legislation, Journals and Current Awareness content.

RSS FEEDS
RSS feeds let you see when content has been 
updated. A feed is sent daily so you can see all the 
day’s developments in the subject areas you are 
interested in on the day they happen, without having 
to come to Westlaw UK to view them.

RSS is the ideal way for you to receive updates from 
Westlaw UK and enables you to easily publish the 
latest content on your intranet site. Alternatively, 
you can have live links delivered straight to your RSS 
compatible browser or reader.

THE LATEST UPDATES 
DELIVERED TO YOUR 
DESKTOP

REUTERS/May Naji 
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ALL THIS  
AND MORE…

LINKS FROM LAWTEL
This service is available to all subscribers to  
both Westlaw UK and its sister service, Lawtel.

Famed for its next day reporting service, Lawtel is 
used by over 80,000 practitioners every day.

In response to feedback, joint subscribers can now 
link directly between these two complementary 
Sweet & Maxwell services.

Seamlessly linked, it’s easy to jump from Lawtel to 
Westlaw UK by clicking on the links provided.

What’s the benefit?

•	 Access next day case digests

•	 View PDFs of extempore decisions

•	 Get next day legislation updates

•	 Consult the Legislation Calendar

•	 Search more journals

•	 Order journals via Articles Express

INTRANET SOLUTIONS
Customise your Westlaw UK by integrating it 
into your own intranet, knowledge and content 
management systems.

You can make Westlaw UK reflect your organisation’s 
information needs, branding and even the individual 
needs of each user.

For more information about how to integrate Westlaw 
UK with your own systems, please contact
intranetsolutions@westlaw.co.uk.

PERSONALISE THE SERVICE  
TO SUIT YOU
For those who access the service through IP 
authentication (ie without logging in), you can still 
create your own profile on Westlaw UK and benefit 
from all the personalised features such as:

•	 Alerts

•	 RSS feeds

•	 Research Trail

•	 My Folders (due in late 2011)

•	 Journal PDFs (available as an add-on to a 
Westlaw UK subscription)
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SUPPORT
Whenever you’re working, we’re working.

We understand that from time to time you may have 
questions about using Westlaw UK.

If you have research or technical queries we are 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to help you 
find a solution. There is no need to struggle – give us 
a call, or send us an e-mail and we’ll be more than 
happy to help.

For 24-hour support 
Call: 0800 028 2200 (UK) 
+44 207 449 1110 (International) 
E-mail: customer.service@westlaw.co.uk

SUPPORT AND TRAINING
TRAINING
Make the most of your subscription.

Free training is included as part of your subscription. 
We can do this face-to-face, via WebEx or over the 
telephone at a convenient for you. 

Our training team will help you gain the maximum 
benefit from using Westlaw UK. All our training is 
CPD accredited.
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For more information on Westlaw UK

CALL
0800 028 2200 
+44 (0) 207 449 1110 (International)

EMAIL
customer.service@westlaw.co.uk

VISIT
westlaw.co.uk

GET IN TOUCH

REUTERS/ Yves Herman

WESTLAW UK WORKOUTS
40-minute WebEx sessions are also available. These 
provide a quick overview of the content and tools 
applicable to specific practice areas. 

Short videos and detailed user guides are also 
available to guide you through using the main 
aspects of the service.
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Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent information 
for businesses and professionals. We combine industry expertise with 
innovative technology to deliver critical information to leading decision 
makers in the financial, legal, tax and accounting, scientific, healthcare 
and media markets, powered by the world’s most trusted news 
organisation. With headquarters in New York and major operations in 
London and Eagan, Minn. Thomson Reuters employs more than 50,000 
people in 93 countries. Thomson Reuters shares are listed on the New York 
Stock Exchange, Toronto Stock Exchange, London Stock Exchange and 
Nasdaq. For more information, go to www.thomsonreuters.com

Westlaw UK
0800 028 2200
customer.service@westlaw.co.uk
westlaw.co.uk


